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setting off on hoLiDay in their Linssen 43 sL tWin no Longer requires Much 
PreParation for toM anD reggie Janssen froM VenLo, other than Buying 
soMe groceries anD PacKing a change of cLothes.  they haVe Been cruising 
the WaterWays of euroPe in a Linssen yacht for 25 years noW.

“JUSt tURn thE KEY 
anD off you go”

text: gabi de graaf-Weerts; Photographs: tom and reggie Janssen

they started in october 1989 with a Linssen 35 se, moved 
on to a Linssen 38 sc in 1995, and since 2001 their cho-
sen vessel has been a Linssen 43 sL twin. tom and reggie 
have always been especially attracted by the rivers and 
canals of france. Besides all sorts of other trips, the cou-
ple have invariably set off each May – since back in 1993! 
– for the fishing village of Le grau-de-roi on the Mediter-
ranean, then spending three weeks cruising back to Venlo 
through france, switzerland, germany and/or Belgium. 
sometimes their route takes them via Basel and some-
times via Paris. “i now know all of france’s waterways,” 
says tom Janssen, “except those to the west of Paris, and 
i’ve never followed the nivernais canal.”

all the GooD luCk in the worlD
But why go straight down to Le grau-du-roi every year? 
it’s because tom and reggie don’t want to miss the an-
nual feast of saint Peter, the patron saint of fishermen. 
Le grau-du-roi then becomes the exciting venue for pro-
cessions, water jousting, horse racing, and (bloodless) 
french-style bullfighting. tom and reggie are particularly 
impressed by the ceremony to commemorate the fish-
ermen who never returned home from the sea. fishing 
boats bearing a statue of the Madonna and flowers sail 

out a short distance into the sea, where they form a circle 
and pray for all the victims of drowning. But as soon as 
the last “amen” has been said, they race back into port 
as fast as possible, because the first boat to arrive is the 
winner. 
horse racing and bullfighting are also a regular part of 
the feast of saint Peter, with the young men of the vil-
lage running through the streets after the animals. tom 
explains that the idea behind the tradition is that if you 
grab a horse’s tail and let yourself be dragged through 
the streets, you will then have all the good luck in the 
world. “But the area around Le grau-du-roi is wonder-
ful anyway,” he says with pretty villages built out in the 
marshes with money from the Marshall Plan.”
after so many years of cruising, tom and reggie natu-
rally have a real fund of stories to tell. Like the time they 
were on their way to Le grau-du-roi, and at fontenoy-Le-
chateau a night-time storm caused a tree to fall across 
the waterway. “there was an austrian couple in a boat 
ahead of us,” says tom. “they had all kinds of stuff on 
board – a saw, a large chopper, and even a great big axe. 
one of them sat on the fallen tree and started sawing. 
When he had almost sawn through, he decided he would 
break the last bit by pulling at the tree with his boat. 
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“ j u s t  t u r n  t h e  k e Y  a n D  o F F  Y o u  G o ”
‘you’ll never manage it with that little boat of yours,’ i 
said, ‘but we can do it with our 9.5 tonne Linssen.’ sure 
enough: we cranked up the engine and at the third go we 
broke through the tree!”

a niGht in a Dark loCk
tom has another story about  the time at sedan, in north-
ern france, when they were forced to spend the night in 
a lock. there was a german chap with a motor cruiser 
who was in a real hurry to get home and who asked tom 
to help him get through the locks quickly. “he had been 
sailing behind us for quite a while,” says tom, “and he’d 
seen that i was good at operating the french locks. it only 
took me 7 or 8 minutes to get through. i told him that 
he wouldn’t manage it that same day because the locks 
were about to close.” But the german fellow pressed me 
to help him, so we continued on at top speed. all went 
well until sedan… “i pulled on the beam to open the lock 
gates, we entered, and all at once the lights went off. so 
there we were down at the bottom of the lock. We had 
to wait until the next morning. With a smile, tom says 
that the lockkeeper looked very surprised when he found 
them there in the morning, by now at the top of the lock.

tom and reggie think that the river saone and the Briare 
aqueduct over the Loire – at the end of the rogny lock 
staircase – are among the loveliest places in france. “the 
aqueduct is only 5.5 metres wide, so we only just fit,” says 
tom. the aqueduct is 662 metres long and until recently 
was the longest in the world. tom and reggie say it’s def-
initely worth a visit.

Pot holDers anD BaBY Booties
after all these years of cruising, reggie Janssen is now a 
familiar face on the waterways of france. one reason is 
the crocheted and knitted articles that she makes – pot 
holders, ducklings, baby booties… because handicrafts 
is reggie’s favourite pastime. she sells her creations dur-
ing the couple’s trips. “Last year, there was someone who 
came over to me and said: ‘i remember you – you were 
here in 2004 too. i bought three of your ducklings.’ and 

right away he bought another three!” the proceeds go to 
buying coffee and cake for the senior citizens’ association 
in Venlo.
tom and reggie’s latest trip with their Linssen 43 sL twin 
started in Venlo and went via the Linssen yachts harbour 
at Maasbracht (near Maastricht), down through Belgium 
via Liège, huy, namur, Dinant, and hastière to the french 
border. it continued via fumay, Deville, Mouzon, stenay, 
consenvoye, Verdun, saint-Mihiel, commercy, and Pag-
ny-sur-Meuse to toul. the return leg back to Venlo was 
via Metz and neumagen (in germany). 
there’s one thing that tom wants to emphasise: “i was 
originally a car mechanic, and during my trips i’ve fixed a 
lot of faults in the boats of other travellers. But none of 
them was a Linssen yacht. and our own Linssen yachts 
have been just as reliable. over the years i’ve probably 
done about 7000 hours of cruising and i’ve never had any 
problems. each time, it’s just a matter of ‘turn the key 
and off you go!’”

tom Janssen (79) – the former propri-
etor of a garage in Blerick – and his 
wife reggie (80) have been cruising 
in various Linssen yacht for 25 years 
now. they bought a Linssen 35 se in 
october 1989 and moved on to a Lin-
ssen 38 sc in 1995. since 2001 their 
vessel of choice has been a Linssen 
43 sL twin. When they aren’t cruis-
ing, tom is a volunteer harbourmas-
ter in Venlo. tom and reggie have 
two sons, two daughters, and seven 
grandchildren.
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